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I often say that prayer is first of all a “get to” before it is a “have to.” I believe that Christians 
want to spend time with God, though they often need some help getting started. But once 
Christ followers receive some basic instructions and try to connect with God by praying, they 
will want to pray. It is kind of like a freeway; once people get on, they will move faster into the 
presence of God. Here are some on-ramps to the prayer freeway to help people become active 
participants in prayer: 

1. Build prayer teams for every church outreach event.

2. Offer times of special prayer for missionaries the church supports.

3. Schedule a prayer walk/drive around the city.

4. Schedule a prayer missions trip (locally or internationally).

5. Have people create a list of five unreached friends to pray for.

6. Have each person in the church write a prayer request on a note card and exchange them 
for a week.

7. Start a prayer small group.

8. Make signs displaying church goals for prayer.

9. Host a special service for local leaders and first responders such as firefighters, police 
officers, socials workers, and government officials so the congregation can pray for them. 

10. Plan a week of fasting and prayer or host a weekend 24/7 prayer emphasis.

11. Send weekly prayer requests for the church through social media channels.

12. Have people sign up to receive a weekly email with prayer needs of the church.

13. Provide open times of prayers in services where people can prays for their own needs.

14. If you don’t have regular prayer services, start one for once a quarter.

15. Start or expand a prayer team for needs after the service.



16. Have a training to teach people how to pray for others.

17. Recruit people to be prayer mentors.

18. Have special prayer events for ministries such as men’s prayer night or 20-something 
prayer day.

19. Share selected testimonies of answered prayer.

20. Plan special prayer emphasis around holidays such as Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s 
Day, or Easter. 

Pick one that you like on this list and start somewhere. Before long, a whole new culture of 
prayer might develop in the congregation. 


